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‘J have been noticing an odd thing at the Bronx Zoo. ..1 
always see only five children there - and they always seem 
to be the same children. They all wear white shirts and 
they are always eating ice-cream cones and - perhaps most 
odd - they always seem terribly excited and filled with fun 
to be at the zoo . . . when looked at, the children point 
toward an animal, an elephant say, and shout, ‘Look at 
the big elephant!’ and the older people smile at one 
another, as if reassured. Something seems sinister about 
this. I wonder if the children are robots? 
And more sinister, if they are robots, where are the real 

children?’ 
A disturbing novel of a decaying world, where even the 
simplest of civilized functions - reading, writing - have 
been outlawed and forgotten. Only Paul Bentley and his 
friend Mary Lou fight against the ebbing tide. But first 
they must contend with Spofforth, master robot in a 
world governed by machines. 247pp 
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Walter Tevis, professor of English, 
literature at the University of 
Ohio, first started writing sf 
back in 1957 witha short story 
for Galaxy. Since then, he has # 
gained fame as the author of 
The Hustler and The Man 
Who Feil To Earth, both of 
which have been made into 
successful films, the latter 
evocatively portraying an 
enigmatic alien’s visit to 
Earth, and starring Davi 
Bowie in the lead role. 

MICHAEL VYSE 

‘The vegetal ocean spread as far as the eye could see and there, rising 
majestically above the horizon of corollas, was the great globe he had 
given his life to see. The sun! Its glorious opulence bathed him with a 
warmth that penetrated the suit and thick helmet. Memory lanced 
through him like sudden pain and he wept. Illuminated by the gas giant, 
the world of yesterday swam before the eyes of his emotions.’ 
A brilliant collection of twenty short stories by a talented new British 
author, here making his debut gous oil a 
with a fresh and invigorating 
range of unfamiliar sf ideas. A 
motorist whose motorway journey 
becomes the eerie exploration of 
another planet... an office lift which | 
plummets into successive levels of 
nightmare . . . the capture of a 
vast starship containing dormant 
superbeings . . . a pantomime 
magician whose tricks conjure up 
a terrifying glimpse of the future 
. .. These are the strange worlds 
of Michael Vyse, exploring the 
frontiers of the possible and 

voyaging to the outer reaches of the 
imagination. 7% x Sin / 158pp 
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